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Leadership
· Kristi Hill, ICDR Executive Director, Deputy Director, National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR), Administration for Community Living (ACL), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
· John Tschida, ICDR Chair, Director, NIDILRR, ACL, HHS
Meeting Purpose 
· The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the draft strategic plan and identify how the ICDR will move forward with its implementation, including gathering stakeholder input. The meeting also included discussions of the government wide scope of the ICDR and updates from the working groups. 
Welcome and Introductions
John Tschida, ICDR Chair and NIDILRR Director, opened the meeting with an overview of the draft Government Wide Strategic Plan, which Executive Committee (EC) members received prior to the meeting. He highlighted key principles reflected in the draft plan:

· Principles of transparency and inclusion led to broad and extensive stakeholder input and the resulting research priorities.
· The scope of the government wide strategic plan goes beyond ICDR and NIDILRR. It recognizes related interagency efforts and plans, such as the one under development by the National Center for Medical Rehabilitation Research (NCMRR). 
· The plan is pragmatic and recognizes there are limited resources, shifting the focus to specific, achievable, and concrete activities that emerged through the planning process. 
· The plan incorporates the cross cutting approach discussed at the February 2016 EC meeting that moves beyond the scope of the working groups.

Tschida praised the extensive contributions of the working groups and co-chairs that were essential for bringing the draft strategic plan to its current state. He thanked attendees for joining the meeting and invited all to introduce themselves. New ICDR representatives include:
· Sue Swenson, Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) at the U.S. Department of Education (ED). Previously, she has been involved in the ICDR and served on the ICDR Expert Panel. She will represent OSERS and ED on the ICDR moving forward.
· Sean Carter, Manager of New Business Development, Partnership Development Office at NASA, has been a collaborator and invited presenter at the ICDR and will represent his agency.
· Charles Drum, Director and Professor, University of New Hampshire (UNH) Institute on Disability, served on the ICDR Expert Panel and has been a facilitator for the Health and Wellness working group. He will continue to serve as a co-chair for the Health, Functioning, and Wellness working group and will attend ICDR meetings as a co-chair.
Review Draft Plan
Tschida opened the meeting for input and questions regarding the draft strategic plan. The following includes a summary of discussion items.

Timeframe. The three-year timeframe reflects the pragmatic and short-term goals to complete the identified tasks in the strategic plan. As working groups achieve milestones, they can add additional activities consistent with the plan. 

NCMRR’s Strategic Plan. Daofen Chen suggested that the plan appendix include the NCMRR’s strategic plan and describe how it might correlate with the ICDR. Tschida and Kristi Hill are in regular contact with Alison Cernich, NCMRR Director, and recognize the opportunity for a cooperative effort. 

ICDR Infrastructure. Moving forward, the infrastructure of the ICDR will likely change as the EC decides the next steps to operationalize the activities outlined in the strategic plan and invites all EC members to become active participants. 

Federal Disability Initiatives. Harvey Schwartz and others commented that they liked the additional information related to the federal disability efforts in Appendix G. Leslie Caplan suggested adding “Promoting Readiness of Minors in Supplemental Security Income” (PROMISE) to Table 1. Tschida encouraged co-chairs to submit information about initiatives such as these to New Editions for inclusion in the plan. 

Making Data Meaningful and Usable. The group discussed how to make the research data from ICDR activities meaningful and usable. For instance, making use of resources from other agencies is key. Knowing what other agencies are doing and what data they might have is essential. Currently, inconsistent definitions and terms used by agencies to characterize the population of people with disabilities hamper the ability to collect data for research. Swenson highlighted the need for more analysis based on geography including rural and urban settings. 

Thematic Research Areas Graphic (Figure 2). In general, the group liked the graphic of four cross cutting themes and working groups. Tschida clarified that the working groups do not necessarily have to cover all four themes or feel constrained if a pressing need arises. The themes help narrow the scope of ICDR focus. The areas are also not mutually exclusive. Generally, the EC felt that the graphic represented the themes and intersections among the working groups. Tschida welcomed input into the definitions of themes: transitions, economics, accessibility, and disparities.

Strategic Plan Audience. One of the primary audiences for the plan is Congress. The strategic plan is the beginning of an effort to quantify what is happening in the field of disability research and identify topic areas and themes where there are gaps and opportunities for additional research and investment. This approach will help build a foundation for highlighting needs and defending funding to address serious issues facing the field. 
Working Group Updates 
Tschida asked each working group to comment on their specific goals and objectives in the draft plan and provide updates on their activities.
Government Wide Inventory (Goal 2, Objective 3)
Daofen Chen, Ph.D., Extramural Research Program, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. NIH
Harvey Schwartz, Ph.D., Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality (AHRQ), U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

Chen reported that the Federal RePORTER meets the Workforce Investment and Opportunity Act (WIOA) mandate for a government wide inventory of disability research. He had been somewhat concerned about the maintenance of the RePORTER because the American Recovery and Reimbursement Act (ARRA) no longer mandates it. Chen has been in contact with the NIH project manager who indicated that the RePORTER’s funding at NIH has White House support to continue because so many agencies use it and others are interested in using it. The project manager encouraged Chen and others to use it and provide feedback for improvement. The group will also need to tackle how to harmonize data between multiple agencies. Chen also reported that Alison Cernich, Director of NCMRR, is interested in being a co-chair in activities related to medical rehabilitation. Chen will continue to work on the government wide inventory. 

Assistive Technology and Universal Design (Goal 1, Objective 3)
Kathy McCoy, Ph.D., National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR)

The Accessible Health Information Technology meeting provided a starting point for the accessible health resources repository, as all of the resources mentioned during the two-day conference are included in the proceedings document. McCoy has been organizing those resources and feels they are almost ready to engage other working group members. McCoy is considering how to categorize certain items and will ask the working group for help in developing criteria for inclusion. McCoy also asked about plans for adding or updating to the repository.
Community Integration & Participation (Goal 1, Objective 4)
John Hough, Dr.PH, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Dawn Carlson, National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) 

The co-chairs referred to the original problem statement for this goal – and reiterated the need for more data for the Centers for Independent Living (CILs). People want to know what CILs are doing that works and are interested in understanding the return on investment (ROI) for services the CILs provide. 
Employment and Education (Goal 1, Objective 5)
Cherise Hunter, Ph.D., U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
Leslie Caplan, Ph.D., NIDILRR

Objective 5 appears to incorporate all three of the problem statements submitted at the February 2016 EC meeting. One area of concern was whether the word, “transition” as a cross cutting them includes all transitions (from active duty to civilian life, into aging, etc.), or transitions as the working group intended (specifically transitions from school to post-school activities, including post-secondary education to employment). Tschida clarified that the working group is only responsible for its own areas related to transition. Scale up has been an issue in the field, as well.
	
Moving forward with the Transition Research Academy, the co-chairs will engage interested participants for their working group, including compiling resources. The co-chairs issued invitations to individuals involved in past employment and education ICDR efforts and to individuals who they believe can contribute to the process. They have also starting meeting with colleagues from other agencies to share information, including Institute of Education Sciences (IES), National Science Foundation (NSF), and NIH.

Health, Functioning, and Wellness Working Group (Goal 1, Objective 6)
Charles Drum, Institute on Disability, UNH
John Tschida, NIDILRR, ACL, HHS

Based on feedback from the last EC meeting and from other stakeholders, ICDR leadership solicited additional input on medical rehabilitation research. Tschida hosted three webinars to identify possible research priorities in this area. As a result, the ICDR renamed the Health and Wellness group to Health, Functioning, and Wellness. Input gathered during the medical rehabilitation research webinars is the basis for Objective 6. 

The EC discussed adding another objective related to the disparity focus of the group that met as the Health and Wellness working group.
Next Steps
Tschida asked the EC to review the draft strategic plan and submit any additional comments or questions to New Editions at ICDRinfo@neweditions.net within two weeks. Co-chairs will also request feedback from key members of their working groups. Input on the entire document is welcome, with a focus on:
· Examples to associate with the cross cutting themes (transitions, economics, accessibility, and disparities)
· Goals and objectives, particularly how they relate to their working group intentions
· Any additions to the Federal Disability Research Initiatives 

An official sign-off or commitment is not necessary at this time. However, Tschida advised EC members to consider sharing the plan with relevant individuals and avoid potential agency issues by ensuring the strategic plan language is acceptable. Once co-chairs submit their additional feedback, New Editions will edit the document and send it back to the EC. Once the EC approves and accepts the draft strategic plan, it will go out for comment from the public. Tschida and Hill concluded the meeting by thanking members for their continued work and input. 

Adjournment
Action Items
	Action Item
	Responsibility

	Develop standard email for co-chairs to send to the attendees of their choice.
	John Tschida

	Provide comments on the strategic plan and solicit input on the draft strategic plan from a few key members of their agencies. Submit feedback to ICDRinfo@neweditions.net.
	All members

	Review draft strategic plan, particularly sections related to their working groups, ensuring it presents information as intended. Submit any feedback to ICDRinfo@neweditions.net.
	Co-chairs

	Reach out the HFW co-chairs for them to determine a top research priority related to disparities that will be included as an objective in Goal 1 of the strategic plan.
	John Tschida 
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Statutory Members and Working Group Co-Chairs
· Timothy Brindle, Ph.D., Veterans Affairs
· Leslie Caplan, Ph.D., NIDILRR
· Dawn Carlson, Ph.D., NIDILRR
· Sean Carter, NASA
· Daofen Chen, Ph.D., Extramural Research Program, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, NIH
· Susan Daniels, Ph.D., Office of Autism Research Coordination, NIMH
· Charles Drum, Institute on Disability, UNH
· John Hough, D.Ph., National Center for Health Statistics, CDC
· Cherise Hunter, Ph.D., DOL
· Kathy McCoy, Ph.D., NIDILRR
· Harvey Schwartz, Ph.D., Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality, HHS
· Sue Swenson, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, ED
Guests
· Amanda Garton, NIMH
· Karen Mowrer, Ph.D., NIMH
· Julianna Rava, MPH, Office of Autism Research Coordination, NIMH
New Editions Staff
· Anna Lenhart
· Sadie Hagberg
· Cherie Takemoto
· [bookmark: _Appendix_B]Robin L. Toliver
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