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Need
The charge is to address the need specified in the WIOA reauthorization of the ICDR, i.e. to identify (or develop if necessary) a searchable government wide inventory.
Searchable government wide inventory - the ICDR is responsible for the development and ongoing maintenance of a searchable government wide inventory of disability, independent living, and rehabilitation research for trend and data analysis across federal agencies.
Proposed Solution
The WG is proposing to capitalize and leverage an existing database system, the Federal RePORTER.  It is an initiative of STAR METRICS® to create a searchable database of scientific awards from federal agencies and make this data available to the public. 
Background
The Federal RePORTER is based on the STAR METRICS®, which is a system developed during the ARRA by a consortium led by NIH and NSF, under the auspices of Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), to create a repository of data and tools that will be useful to assess the impact of federal R&D investments.  The system has evolved during the post-ARRA years from its Implementation Level I activities (Developing uniform, auditable and standardized measures of the impact of federal science spending on job creation, using data from research institutions' existing database records) to the Level II activities  (Through the Federal RePORTER tool, developing an open and automated data infrastructure that will enable the documentation and analysis of a subset of the inputs, outputs, and outcomes resulting from federal investments in science).  
The system obviously is one of the ways to leverage existing data already collected by federal agencies on federal investments at the individual, award, and institutional levels for the purposes of managing awards. It is anticipated to be a broad collaboration of federal science and technology funding agencies with a shared vision of developing data infrastructures and products to support evidence-based analyses of the impact of science and technology investment. The goal of the STAR METRICS® project is to utilize existing administrative data from federal agencies and match them with existing research databases on economic, scientific and social outcomes.
Pros and Cons of using the Federal RePORTER
It is the best developed system already available, with many features and capacities that our WIOA charge is asking for, with ongoing effort of system development and IT/database maintenance by a collaborating team from both NIH and NSF.  The system can be updated on the regular basis.
There is an overall effort across the government in significantly reversing the current proliferation of tools and database and eliminating the duplications and inefficiencies, and consolidating the existing resource, to increase the data quality and availability and reduce the administrative and maintenance cost.  
In terms of the data related to disability and rehabilitation research in the Federal RePORTER system, most of the relevant agencies have already their database merged/imported into the system.  While there are still efforts need to be made in data cleaning and updating, the system is improving significantly and will be more robust as more features be added based on user feedback.
Impact 
The system, as it continues to be developed and updated, will be powerful searchable database, which should be more than an inventory, for information related to federal funded projects and for program analysis in learning about not only the history and the current status of funded areas, but also the research outcomes such as the published results and their impact.
Timeframe and Responsibilities
Current efforts by the WG members (Daofen Chen, Marie Gill, of both NINDS, and Harvey Schwartz of AHRQ): 
Maria Gill has started a beta-testing analysis using the Federal RePORTER, to assess a number of searching and analyzing features, focusing first on the research area of “assistive technology” funded across the federal government.  Once this is completed, Daofen and Maria will be working closely with Harvey to try beta-testing the research area of “Independent living”.
Daofen has reached out to Dr. James Onken, Director of the Office of Tools and DATA Systems at the NIH Office of Extramural Research, who is the current chief custodian of the R&D collaborative effort on the STAR Metrix/Federal RePORTER, to learn about the upcoming upgrades of the system, and to communicate about our ICDR needs identified from Maria’s beta-testing analytic project.
Plan: we will be communicating to members of the fellow WGs (ICAT, ICE, ICHHD, and ICDS) about our progress, and seek their inputs at the next ICDR WG meeting.  We will continue explore the possibility of conducting analysis using the system for the efforts of the ICDR strategic planning process, by testing the search and analysis focusing on identifying potential common ground or shared interests among agencies, and seeking opportunities of capitalizing on existing capabilities or leveraging resources.
