
 

Background 

The Interagency Commi�ee on Disability Research (ICDR) was created by Congress to provide a mechanism for 

coordina�on and collabora�on among federal departments and agencies conduc�ng research to improve outcomes for 

people with disabili�es.  Consistent with the charge to promote coordina�on and collabora�on, the ICDR conducts 

interagency ac�vi�es.  The ICDR recruited representa�ves from across the federal government to par�cipate in 

planning the 2011 State of the Science in Disability Research Conference. The Conference Steering Commi�ee, listed 

below, were instrumental in iden�fying  topic areas for general and breakout sessions, iden�fying relevant speakers, 

and determining the overarching theme for the conference: “Meaningful Outcomes for Health, Wellness and Quality of 

Life through Research and Knowledge Transla�on.”  The conference ac�vi�es will result in a  proceedings document 

that will iden�fy research recommenda�ons, gaps and partnership opportuni�es. 
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Conference Objec�ves  

• Iden�fy research and knowledge gaps. 

• Describe innova�ve strategies for transla�ng disability and rehabilita�on evidence-based  research into 

prac�ce. 

• Iden�fy effec�ve strategies which expand the applica�on of disability and rehabilita�on research findings 

across clinical, community, employment and business, learning, and other environments. 

• Iden�fy recent advances in disability and rehabilita�on research and emergent topics. 

• Promote collabora�ve research and a coordinated disability and rehabilita�on research agenda scien�fically 

and prac�cally address the promo�on of  Health, Wellness, Quality of Life, and Knowledge Transla�on. 

 

Conference Outcomes 

• Conference proceedings to include recommenda�ons for future direc�ons and collabora�ve research in the 

conference topic areas. 

• Recommenda�ons that will inform the government-wide, long-term disability and rehabilita�on research 

strategic plan and assist to enhance the relevance of the federal disability and rehabilita�on research agenda 



with respect to stakeholder concerns. 

• Iden�fica�on of the state of the science, cri�cal issues, research and knowledge gaps, duplica�on of research 

efforts and synergies, and research partnership opportuni�es. 

 

Format 

The conference format includes for the first �me a pre-conference through partnership with the ADA Na�onal Network 

formerly the Disability Business and Technical Assistance Centers (DBTAC).  The ADA Network will showcase the latest 

advances in research and innova�ons in employment interven�on strategies. 

 

The conference will open with a keynote address, outlining The Value of Collabora�ve Public Health and Disability 

Research to Improve Health and Disability Outcomes and a vision for the future. The day will con�nue with a series of 

breakout sessions with roundtable discussions planned by the ICDR subcommi�ees and forum. Each breakout session 

is designed to provide relevant informa�on regarding the state of the science and address topics from an 

interdisciplinary or cross-dimensional perspec�ve. The day concludes with a closing session presen�ng outcomes and 

recommenda�ons for future direc�ons derived from the breakout sessions.  

 

Target Audience 

• Federal agency representa�ves 

• Health professionals 

• Disability and rehabilita�on researchers 

• Individuals with disabili�es and their representa�ves 

• Federal and non-federal stakeholders, including representa�ves from advocacy organiza�ons, educa�onal 

ins�tu�ons, professional associa�ons, research community, and business and industry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


